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The regular meeting of the Minden Township Board was held on Tuesday, September 3, 2024 at 7:00 

p.m. at the Minden Township Hall with virtual options available. Board members O’Connor, Stolicker, 

Lipskey, Stringer and Klee were present. Guests– Steve Sampier – SCRC, Austin Rothe – McVey 

Insurance Agency, Ron Kaufman and David Beck. The meeting was called to order by Supervisor 
O’Connor at 7:00 P.M. 

 

Motion by Stolicker supported by Klee to accept the minutes from the August 7th regular meeting to be 

approved.  Motion carried. 

 

The Treasurer’s report was given by Treasurer Stolicker. A motion by Klee seconded by Stringer to 

accept treasurer’s report as presented.  Motion carried.  

 

  

 Township Roads    205,464.82      

 General Operating Fund     41,813.92 

 Wind Energy Fund      62,664.72 

 General Fund                  122,600.12 

 ARPA    20,056.99 

 Frankenmuth CU Savings          105.00 

  

 General Fund Checkbook                               3,880.70 

General Fund   

-Northstar Bank CD (matures on 02-16-25)            97,678.15 

-Northstar Bank CD (matures on 02-09-25)  266,634.60 

General Operating Fund 

 -Northstar Bank CD (matures on 02-16-25)    159,716.27 

 -Northstar Bank CD (matures on 02-09-25)           100,000.00 

Road Fund 

 -Northstar Bank CD (matures on 02-09-25)           100,000.00 

 

Motion by Lipskey supported by Stringer to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried 

 

    Public Comment: 

• None 

 

Guests: 

• Austin Rothe, insurance agent with McVey Insurance Agency provided the board a 

presentation on what they have to offer for township insurance. He provided a proposal. 

The board asked for a few modifications and Rothe will update and resend to the board. 

• Steve Sampier from SCRC talked about the culvert replacement on Parisville Road south 

of Charleston, the turn around at the south end of Obee Road, and phragmite control in 

the township. It was also discussed that a township resident asked about the road 

commission filling in the divots in front of mailboxes but Steve explained it normally 

does more damage than good as the trucks will usually hit the mailboxes and then they 

have to replace them. It was also discussed about postponing dust control on Polk Road 

until Spring of 2025. 

 

Discussion on Business: 

• Motion by Stringer supported by Klee to have Tim Mausolf and Terry OConnor attend 

the MTA Workshop. Motion carried. 

• In this edition of the township focus there was examples of CREOs that townships could 

be looking at in November. No action. 

• There are two new contacts for DTE for renewable energies in the township. 
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• It was made aware that there is some weed pressure in the wind mill driveways near 

organic growers. The maintenance groups are aware and utilizing an organic herbicide 

to control the weeds. 

• Naloxone is located in the township hall near the AED. 

• The next fire council meeting is September 11. 

• ARPA funding must be obligated by December 30, 2026. Currently the township is 

utilizing money towards the master plan. Which the Spicer Group is anticipating a early 

2025 completion. 

• A motion by Stolicker supported by Stringer to pass the Consumers Energy Company 

Gas Franchise Ordinance, Resolution 2024-9. A roll call vote resulted in all ayes from 

the board, no nays.  

 

CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY GAS FRANCHISE ORDINANCE 

 

AN ORDINANCE, granting to CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY, its successors 

and assigns, the right and authority to lay, maintain and commercially operate gas lines 

and facilities including but not limited to mains, pipes, services and on, under, along, 

and across public places including but not limited to highways, streets, alleys, bridges, 

and waterways, and to conduct a local gas business in the TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN, 

SANILAC COUNTY, MICHIGAN, for a period of thirty years. 

 

THE TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN ORDAINS: 

 

SECTION 1.  GRANT and TERM.  The TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN, SANILAC COUNTY, MICHIGAN, 

hereby grants to Consumers Energy Company, its successors and assigns, hereinafter called “Consumers" 

the right and authority to lay, maintain and commercially operate gas lines and facilities including but not 

limited to mains, pipes, services and valves on, under, along, and across public places including but not 

limited to highways, streets, alleys, bridges, and waterways, and to conduct a local gas business in the 

TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN, SANILAC COUNTY, MICHIGAN, for a period of thirty years. 

 

SECTION 2. CONDITIONS.  No public place used by Consumers shall be obstructed longer than 

necessary during construction or repair, and shall be restored to the same order and condition as when 

work was commenced.  All of Consumers’ gas lines and related facilities shall be placed as not to 

unnecessarily interfere with the public’s use of public places.  Consumers shall have the right to trim or 

remove trees if necessary in the conducting of such business. 

 

SECTION 3. HOLD HARMLESS.  Consumers shall save the Township free and harmless from all 

loss, costs and expense to which it may be subject by reason of the negligent construction and 

maintenance of the lines and related facilities hereby authorized.  In case any action is commenced 

against the Township on account of the permission herein given, Consumers shall, upon notice, defend 

the Township and its representatives and hold them harmless from all loss, costs and damage arising out 

of such negligent construction and maintenance. 

 

SECTION 4. EXTENSIONS.  Consumers shall construct and extend its gas distribution system 

within said Township, and shall furnish gas service to applicants residing therein in accordance with 

applicable laws, rules and regulations. 

 

SECTION 5. FRANCHISE NOT EXCLUSIVE.  The rights, power and authority herein granted, are 

not exclusive. 

 

SECTION 6. RATES and CONDITIONS.  Consumers shall be entitled to provide gas service to the 

inhabitants of the Township at the rates and pursuant to the conditions as approved by the Michigan 
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Public Service Commission.  Such rates and conditions shall be subject to review and change upon 

petition to the Michigan Public Service Commission. 

 

SECTION 7. REVOCATION.  The franchise granted by this ordinance is subject to revocation upon 

sixty (60) days written notice by either party.  Upon revocation this ordinance shall be considered 

repealed and of no effect past, present or future. 

 

SECTION 8. MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION JURISDICTION.  Consumers 

remains subject to the reasonable rules and regulations of the Michigan Public Service Commission 

applicable to gas service in the Township and those rules and regulations preempt any term of any 

ordinance of the Township to the contrary. 

 

SECTION 9. REPEALER.  This ordinance, when enacted, shall repeal and supersede the provisions 

of any previous Consumers’ gas franchise ordinance adopted by the Township including any 

amendments. 

 

SECTION 10. EFFECTIVE DATE.  This ordinance shall take effect on September 3, 2024 

 

We certify that the foregoing Franchise Ordinance was duly enacted by the Township Board of the 

TOWNSHIP OF MINDEN, SANILAC COUNTY, MICHIGAN, on the 3rd day of September 2024 

 

 

• Motion by Stringer supported by Klee to approve the PA 116 Agreement for Parcel #76-

190-015-400-010-02 for Steven & Kelli Roberts. Motion carried. 

• Motion by Stringer supported by Klee to approve the PA 116 Agreement for Parcel #76-

190-012-400-010-04 for Steven Roberts. Motion carried. 

• The month of August had five Thursday’s in it. The dumpster was changed each 

Thursday as it was filling up.  

• The clerk made the board aware there will be a township financial audit on September 23. 

 

 

Public Comment Post: 

• None. 

 

Bills for Approval: 

 

• Motion by Stringer supported by Klee to accept the bills presented for payment 

before the board. Motion carried. 

 
For the month of September checks #7722-7752 were issued totaling $60,211.98 

With no further business motion by Stringer seconded by Klee that we adjourn at 

8:06p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Darcy Lipskey 

Minden Township, Clerk 

  

 


