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A special meeting of the Minden Township Board and Minden Planning Commission was held on 

Thursday, June 20, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. at the Minden Township Hall with virtual options available. Board 

members O’Connor, Lipskey, Stolicker, Stringer were present. Klee was present remotely. Planning 

Commission members present included Bill Kolar, Brian Williams, Joe Partaka, Tim Mausolf. Guests– 

Jeff Haines, Scott Radloff, Ron Kaufman, Don Kolar, Yvonne O’Connor, Jerry Kuras, Angela Baslock, 

Emily Palicios, David Beck, Jim Kramer, Janice Engel, Allison Stein, Kelli Roberts, Rodney Jaskowski, 

Justin Peruski, Gene Vogel, Ed Kosal, Marsha Kosal, Paul Engel. The meeting was called to order by 
Supervisor O’Connor at 7:00pm. 
 

Motion by Stolicker supported by Stringer to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried 

 

    Public Comment: 

• None. 

 

Discussion on Old Business: 

• None. 

 

Discussion on New Business:  

• Discussion on the reason for the meeting, DTE presented the board at their regular 

meeting grant opportunities for new renewable energy projects. The grants are available 

to municipalities that have an active project or have given a project the green light. This 

grant is made possible through EGLE.  

• The grant is open until 9/30/2024. 

• The township board was given an ordinance recommendation from the planning 

commission but the ordinance was contingent to the completion of a township master 

plan. The master plan survey was sent to residents and the township received 

preliminary results from Spicer Group in May. Spicer Group still has to complete a final 

draft of the plan.  

• This was a combined meeting and the planning commissions unanimous comment was 

that the township board should stay on course to their previous recommendation. 

• Don Kolar asked if this grant opportunity was available to the village. It is, but the village 

would also need to have a commercial renewable project starting or approved. 

• Kelli Roberts inquired if the suggestions from the Master Plan would results be factored 

into the ordinance that was sent to the township board. Since the township board has not 

approved the ordinance the board could still send the ordinance back to the planning 

commission for revisions.  

• The question was asked who/what will determine when’s enough, enough in a township. 

What is the cap that the state is going to measure what enough is? Through current 

Michigan Legislation it is set that the state will be overseeing renewable projects and 

taking away zoning from local boards. It puts townships and other bodies of government 

in a weird spot.  

• The state siting will have a draft of their goals and missions out tomorrow. 

• There was discussion if this is a state project that the township would not hold 

decommissioning bonds and no be able to have as much of a say in projects as if this 

was handled on a township level. 

• Currently there is a 3-5 year wait to get connected into the ITC line. 

• A question was asked about battery storage and if there was any potential for chemical 

leaks. In DTE’s plan there is no battery storage super sites.  

• Masterplan must help to document how we want land used. It was advised that the plan 

talks about how agriculture land should be used/preserved. In other areas of the state 

master plans document specialty crops grown in the area that may not be able to be 

grown in other parts of the state that benefit the economy and feed people. 



Terry O’Connor- Supervisor             MINDEN TOWNSHIP MINUTES      Trustees-Chuck Stringer 
Annette Stolicker, Treasurer                                      SPECIAL MEETING June 20, 2024             Kevin Klee                                                 
Darcy L. Lipskey-Clerk   
 

 

• It was questioned if the township approved the solar project what would our tax benefits 

look like. There is many ways of allocating funds in a township and one of them is 

through mileages. There is at this time no concrete answer to what the benefits would be 

financially.  

• Jeff Haines from DTE reminded the board and guests that DTE provided the board two 

months ago at a township meeting the footprint of projected area.  

• Don Kolar mentioned that he liked the idea of where the panels could go since biosolids 

could be applied and the water table is high in the muck so these could help protect 

water. 

• Jim Kramer mentioned that people should be upset with the people who signed up for the 

panels and not township representatives or the state as the land owners are the ones 

expressing the interest. 

 

 

Public Comment Post: 

• None. 

 

• With no further business motion by Stringer seconded by Stolicker that we adjourn at  

9:00 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Darcy Lipskey 

Minden Township, Clerk   

 


