Terry O’Connor- Supervisor M I N DEN TOWNSH I P M I N UTES Trustees-Chuck Stringer

Annette Stolicker, Treasurer REGULAR MEETING February 5, 2024 Kevin Klee
Darcy L. Lipskey-Clerk

The regular meeting of the Minden Township Board was held on Monday, February 5, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.
at the Minden Township Hall with virtual options available. Board members O’Connor, Stolicker,
Lipskey, Stringer and Klee were present. Guests— Jerry Kuras, Ron Kaufman, Don Kolar, Tim Mausolf,
Minden City Police Chief Rodney Jaskowski, Township Attorney Scott Radloff, DTE Representative Jeff
Haines and Emily Palacios . The meeting was called to order by Supervisor O’Connor at 7:00 P.M.

Motion by Stringer supported by Klee to accept the minutes from the January 2" regular meeting to be
approved. Motion carried.

The Treasurer’s report was given by Treasurer Stolicker. A motion by Stringer seconded by Klee to
accept treasurer’s report as presented. Motion carried.

Township Roads 71,226.98
General Operating Fund 59,123.72
Wind Energy Fund 62,141.90
General Fund 113,818.71
ARPA 26,859.62
Frankenmuth CU Savings 105.00
General Fund Checkbook 15,968.04
General Fund
-Northstar Bank CD (matures on 08-16-24) 95,650.91

-Northstar Bank CD (matures on 08-16-24) 261,100.78
General Operating Fund

-Northstar Bank CD (matures on 08-16-24) 156,401.47
-Frankenmuth Credit Union CD (matures 7-24-24) 102,065.73
Road Fund

-Frankenmuth Credit Union CD (matures 7-24-24) 204,131.50
Motion by Lipskey supported by Stolicker to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried

Public Comment:

e Clerk Lipskey explained that after events following the 2020 and 2022 elections the State
Bureau of Elections asks that each jurisdiction for elections has an emergency action plan
in case of disgruntled voters, poll watchers, challengers or passerbys. Per the Emergency
Action Plan we are to have police personnel near by. Motion by Klee supported by
Stolicker to have Election Security with the Minden City Police Department. Motion
carried.

e Ron Kaufman, Trustee with the Village of Minden presented the board with the finalized
Fire Contract. He also briefly discussed the grant that was received and how it’s being
utilized for fire protection gear.

o Jeff Haines, DTE stopped in to wish the board a happy new year and asked if we had any
guestions.

e Emily Palacios, DTE spoke to the board about what it means when the state siting takes
into affect on 11/29/2024 and how local governments can respond. She said there are still
a lot of questions that the state has to work out before this goes into affect. There’s a lot
of components that go with any renewable energy project.

Discussion on Old Business:
e Terry O’Connor and Don Kolar will attend Board of Review Training at the Sanilac ISD.

e The Spicer Group has completed the survey and will be mailing it out to the township on
Friday.
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e The Drains at Large Assessment was emailed to the board from the Drain Commissioner.
In 2023 the townships share was $7555.29 and in 2024 the townships share was
$11246.98

Discussion on New Business:
o Motion by Stringer supported by Klee to amend the Fire Contract with correcting the
years on page two to reflect this fiscal year. Motion carried.
e Motion by Stringer supported by Klee to borrow money from the Wind Fund to cover the
Fire Contract Fee for 2023/2024. Motion carried.
e The board reviewed the 2024-2025 Poverty Tax Guidelines.

WHEREAS, the General Property Tax Act, MCL 211.7u, states that the homestead of persons who, in the
judgment of the supervisor and board of review, by reason of poverty, are unable to contribute to the
public charges is eligible for exemption in whole or part from taxation under the General Property Tax
Act; and WHEREAS, a township board is required by MCL 211.7u to adopt guidelines for the poverty
exemption; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, pursuant to MCL 211.7u, that Minden
Township, Sanilac County, adopts the following guidelines for the supervisor and board of review to
implement. The guidelines shall include but not be limited to the specific income and asset levels of the
claimant and all

persons residing in the household. To be eligible for exemption under this section, a person must do all of
the following on an annual basis

1) To request a poverty exemption, a taxpayer must file:

a. Form 5737 Application for MCL 211.7u Poverty Exemption

b. Form 5739 Affirmation of Ownership and Occupancy to Remain Exempt by Reason of Poverty

c. All required additional documentation (such as federal and state income tax returns) for all persons
living

in the homestead.

2) All applicants must fill out a “Hardship Exemption Application” in its entirety.

3) All applicants must be the owner and resident of the property which tax relief is filed on. They must
provide a valid

drivers’ license or other acceptable method of identification. They must also provide a deed, land
contract, or other

evidence of ownership if requested by the Board of Review.

4) Applicant must meet the “Federal Poverty Exemption Guidelines” set forth by the Minden Township
Board. An

Asset Test is also included in the Asset Guidelines that are to be used in the determination of all hardship
exemptions.

5) All Financial Institution balances will be taken into account. The Board will also consider stocks,
bonds, life

insurance policies, other real estate owned, vehicles, interest income and any additional assets.

6) Gifts and contributions by all persons whether living in the household or not will be taken into
consideration.

7) Extraordinary medical expenses may be taken into consideration.

8) Persons applying for a hardship exemption will be encouraged to meet in person with the Board of
Review in order

to answer any questions relative to their application. Applicants or their authorized agents may have to
answer

questions regarding such subjects as financial affairs, health and/or the status of people living in their
home at a

meeting that is open to the public.

9) The Board of Review shall follow the guidelines of the local assessing unit in granting or denying an
exemption.
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10) In accordance with PA 390 of 1994, the Applicant must meet the “Asset Guidelines” adopted by the
Minden

Township Board. (Attached)

11) A person who files for a hardship exemption is not prohibited from also filing an appeal on the
assessment and/or

taxable value.

12) Poverty Exemption Affidavit (form 4988) to be completed and submitted with application to any
applicants that were

not required to file federal or state income tax returns, per MCL 211.7u(2)(b).

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the board of review shall follow the above stated policy and federal
guidelines in

granting or denying an exemption.

The foregoing resolution offered by Board Member Lipskey and supported by Board Member
Stringer.

Upon roll call vote, the following voted "Aye:" O’Connor, Stolicker, Lipskey, Klee, Stringer "Nay:"
none. RESOLUTION 2024-1

The Supervisor declared the resolution adopted.

e Motion by Klee supported by Stringer to approve the Board of Review Dates March 12
and March 14. Motion carried.

¢ In an effort to settle with Constellation they asked for maps for a visual to be provided to
their attorney. The MREC group is getting exhausted from the efforts. Township
Attorney Scott Radloff talked on the county’s position a bit. No action from the township
at this time.

e Motion by Stolicker supported by Klee to approve the following for election inspectors:
Darcy Lipskey, Chair; Loretta Main, Carey Lautner, Brieann Lipskey, Rachel Krause,
inspectors; Dale Halifax, Nancy Halifax, back up inspectors. Motion carried.

e Motion by Lipskey supported by Stringer to approve the brine contract for 2024. Motion
carried.

e The next planning commission meeting is scheduled for February 7, 2024.

Public Comment Post:
e None.
Bills for Approval:

e Motion by Stringer supported by Klee to accept the bills presented for payment
before the board. Motion carried.

For the month of February checks #7551-7565 were issued totaling $99,378.48
e With no further business motion by Lipskey seconded by Stringer that we adjourn at
8:49 p.m. Motion carried.

Darcy Lipskey
Minden Township, Clerk



