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The regular meeting of the Minden Township Board was held on Monday, December 4, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. 

at the Minden Township Hall with virtual options available. Board members O’Connor, Stolicker, 

Lipskey, Stringer and Klee were present. Guests– Dennis Buda – DTE, Jon Block – County 

Commissioner, Scott Vogel – MCFD, Steve Sampier – SCRC, Derick Stringer, Terry Block, Melissa 

Block, Ron Kaufman and Jerry Kuras. The meeting was called to order by Supervisor O’Connor at 

7:00 P.M. 

 

Motion by Stolicker supported by Klee to accept the minutes from the November 6th regular meeting to be 

approved.  Motion carried. 

 

The Treasurer’s report was given by Treasurer Stolicker. A motion by Stringer seconded by Klee to 

accept treasurer’s report as presented.  Motion carried.  

 

  

 Township Roads      31,731.94      

 General Operating Fund     14,052.25 

 Wind Energy Fund      50,608.33 

 General Fund                 103,877.63 

 ARPA    29,594.62 

 Frankenmuth CU Savings          105.00 

  

 General Fund Checkbook                               2,056.98 

General Fund   

-Northstar Bank CD (matures on 08-16-24)            95,078.13 

-Northstar Bank CD (matures on 08-16-24)  259,537.25 

General Operating Fund 

 -Northstar Bank CD (matures on 08-16-24)       155,464.90 

 -Frankenmuth Credit Union CD (matures 7-24-24)  101,237.60 

Road Fund 

 -Frankenmuth Credit Union CD (matures 7-24-24)  202,475.22 

 

Motion by Stringer supported by Lipskey to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried 

 

    Public Comment: 

• Dennis Buda, DTE, Wind Project Manager talked about the wind park in Minden and 

how wind parks are expensive to construct as compared to solar currently. There is also 

concern about disposal of wind parts. The wind parks will likely be repowered to keep a 

similar footprint in areas with wind parks. They (DTE) is working through how the new 

legislation is going to affect DTE and future projects as there is limited clarity. Dennis 

announced his retirement from DTE, presented the board with the wind inspection check 

and wished the board a happy holiday. 

• Jon Block, County Commissioner presented the board with the draft version of the 

county’s master plan. He also briefly discussed how the new legislation regarding 

renewable projects will need some clarity moving forward.  

• Scott Vogel, MCFD had no runs to report this month. He reported Narcan was 

administered at the hall. A discussion was had about the importance of Narcan in the 

community and how we all should know how to administer it because you never know. 

Cookies with Santa will be December 13. 

• Steve Sampier, SCRC talked about 2024 road projects and how he will be reviewing 

some culverts in the township. He also mentioned a ditch project that was brought to the 

board from a township resident that he will continue to look into. Residents Terry and 

Melissa Block expressed concerns about the Michigan Peat Company using Charleston 

instead of Polk and how fast trucks go and how beat up the road is. The road commission 
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can’t route the trucks or put on a speed limit. It was suggested when the peat company’s 

contract is up for renewal to review some of those concerns. 

 

 

Discussion on Old Business: 

The purpose of the closed session meeting was to consult with its attorney regarding trial or settlement 

strategy in connection with specific pending litigation, because an open meeting would have a detrimental 

financial effect on the litigating or settlement position of the public body.   

 

Motion by Klee supported by Stringer to close the meeting to go into closed session to review a letter 

regarding Constellation Wind Turbine Tax Appeals – Offer to Settle from Clark Hill. Motion carried.  

 

Roll Call: 

 All Yeas 

• Darcy Lipskey, Clerk     

• Terry OConnor, Supervisor 

• Chuck Stringer, Trustee 

• Annette Stolicker, Treasurer 

• Kevin Klee, Trustee 

 

 

-----------------------Closed Session---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Motion by Stolicker supported by Stringer to return to normal session. Motion Carried. 

 

Roll Call: 

 All Yeas 

• Darcy Lipskey, Clerk     

• Annette Stolicker, Treasurer 

• Chuck Stringer, Trustee 

• Kevin Klee, Trustee 

• Terry O’Connor, Supervisor 

 

Motions: 

The following Resolution was offered by CHARLES STRINGER and seconded by 

KEVIN 

KLEE: 

WHEREAS the Township having considered the “Constellation Wind Turbine Tax 

Appeals 

– Offer to Settle” correspondence dated December 1, 2023. 

WHEREAS the Township Board having had the opportunity to consider the opinion 

letter written on behalf of the Executive Committee of the Michigan Renewable Energy 

Collaborative (“MREC”) dated December 1, 2023. 

WHEREAS the Township Board has had an opportunity to meet in closed session 

regarding the opinion letter dated December 1, 2023. 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of Trustees of MINDEN Township, 

Sanilac 

County, Michigan, as follows: 

1. That the Minden Township Board authorizes Clark Hill to seek settlement that may 

include a monetary offer by the townships to resolve the tax appeal cases. 

2. Specifically, Clark Hill is granted authority from Minden Township to settle for 50% 

of the tax refund exposure for the five years under appeal based upon the STC table. 

3. It is approved that an offer of $427,919.50 (50% of the total) with respect to 
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Michigan Wind 2 which would be allocated between the various taxing entities 

including the Township, county, ISDs and schools be made. 

 

ADOPTED: 

YEAS: TERRY O’CONNOR, DARCY LIPSKEY, ANNETTE STOLICKER, 

CHARLES STRINGER, 

KEVIN KLEE 

 

NAYS: None 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 

) 

COUNTY OF SANILAC ) 

I, the undersigned, duly qualified and acting Township Clerk of the MINDEN 

Township, 

Sanilac County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and 

complete copy of 

certain proceedings taken by the Township Board of said Township at a regular meeting 

held on 

the 4th day of December, 2023 

ADOPTED: 

YEAS: TERRY O’CONNOR, DARCY LIPSKEY, ANNETTE STOLICKER, 

CHARLES STRINGER, KEVIN KLEE 

NAYS: None 

 

 

Discussion on New Business:  

• The next Spicer Group Meeting is yet to be determined most likely in January 2024. 

• The township hall will need some maintenance including the steps off the back door.  

• There was discussion regarding paying off the Lamka Drain Assessment early.  

• Palms Clean Up was a success again with the residents of Palms. Will continue to look to 

do clean up days in the future. 

 

 

Public Comment Post: 

• None. 

 

Bills for Approval: 

 

• Motion by Stringer supported by Klee to accept the bills presented for payment 

before the board. Motion carried. 

 
For the month of December checks #7505-7527 were issued totaling $38,349.34 

• With no further business motion by Klee seconded by Lipskey that we adjourn at  

8:11 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Darcy Lipskey 

Minden Township, Clerk 

  

 


